The Languedoc has long been characterised as an historic area where politics run as red as the plentiful wine quaffed by her iconic rugbymen. Yet the intersections between rugby, wine and Socialism give telling insights into the value of regional identity. The historic nationality of the Languedoc, Occitanisme, has motivated nationalist campaigns for increased autonomy and even secession from France. They have done so in reference to the patrimony of Languedocien heritage, making seamless reference to rugby, wine and Socialism as assets of Southern identity.
"Je suis socialiste et quinziste ": Rugby, Wine and Socialism in the Aude since 1976
Within France, the game of rugby union or quinze (fifteen), as it is commonly known, has long been a cornerstone of Méridional identity alongside the pre-eminence of winegrowing. Both the dominant sport and staple economic function have shaped and characterised local power structures amongst the maisons serrées of the Audois countryside.
1976 represented a tangible moment of change in the region, as the radicalism of the dominant winegrowing industry reached its most outrageous and the rejuvenation of quinze began in Carcassonne. What linked the two processes were the strong social bonds which tied the region's industry to its favourite past-time. The prominent role of Socialism in the region has drawn prominent actors from the world of wine and rugby into positions of political responsibility, binding these themes of identity into structures of power. 1976 can be looked at as a conceptual tipping point, after which wine, rugby and socialism were all forced to adapt and respond to outside pressures.
Demographic changes throughout the post-war period had seen the wine industry gradually lessening in importance to the regional economy and being forced to modernise from the mid 1980s. As trade unions representing the wine industry struggled to mitigate the pressures of change on their vulnerable members, the influence of regional power networks was crucial to steering development. Audois rugby has, like wine, been challenged by the forces of modernisation and responses to this have been guided by the personal involvement of regional notables. In the same way as some claim that globalisation has stripped wine of its rustic romance, so too do detractors point to changes in the rugby of the Midi. As both modernised rapidly in the 1980s, the central pillars of regional identity were challenged, conjuring up romanticised images of a rustic past. These images provided a platform for the Occitan movement, representing the region's historical identity, to cast themselves as campaigners for a traditional paysan identity. The intersection of rugby, wine and socialism has characterised both this conceptual paysannerie and the region's administration, juxtaposing competing conceptions of modernity alongside very tangible power structures and potent Occitan regionalism.
Le chic de Paris contre le choc du Midi
To fully interrogate the romantic images of the past which came to be associated with Audois rugby, however, it is necessary to briefly outline the means by which it came to be so strongly associated with the region. Despite rugby's association with England, French players and enthusiasts have sought to depict another narrative which accentuates rugby's roots as an ancient sport of the South-west. Rather than look to 1823 and the Rugby School in Warwickshire, French rugby fans can look to the medieval games of soule and barrette i which predate rugby's Anglophone introduction and provide a useful hook upon which to hang the accoutrements of regional identity tradition (Lacouture, 1979, pp.22-23) . Jean Lacouture's concession that the oval ball did in fact arrive from England does not diminish his claim that the enthusiastic Frenchmen who picked up this ball were building upon a very regional (Wines, 2010, p.14) .
Yet, throughout the late 1800s, rugby would continue to be a game of Parisian elites, reflecting a certain gentlemanly physical vigour and mirroring the experience of English public schools. French society faced a crisis after the defeat of the Franco-Prussian war in 1870, lacking confidence and seeking scapegoats for a shattering of illusions. The stark contrast between a defeated France and the strident posturing of Victorian England is part illustration of her allure for conservative elites in France searching for a societal tonic. For Agathon, there could be nothing "more helpful for the renewal of the country than a generation that is athletic, realistic, non-ideological, chaste and capable of handling economic challenges" (Terret, 1999, p.66) . Rugby was to play a part in encouraging the sociability of élites and fostering a degree of moral and physical athleticism and so it flourished amongst male university students. The 'Corinthian' sporting ethos of the tireless promoter of rugby, the famous Baron Pierre de Coubertin (the man who had helped revive the Olympics) dominated the early years of rugby.
ii Such an ethos kept the game exclusive to the "'gentleman-amateur' issu des couches supérieures de la société parisienne" (Dine, 2007, p.38) .
In the 1890s, rugby spread South to Bordeaux, Toulouse and Lyons. Yet, as the game moved South, the character of it drifted away from the individual athleticism of Parisian aristocrats and bourgeois students and towards a greater emphasis on teamwork. In Bordeaux,
where Scottish wine merchants had championed the game, enthusiasm sprang from the industry. As Pierre Lacouture observed: "Rugby in the South did not exactly appear from the wine cellars but it had, especially before the First World War, a distinct smell of wine corks" ('Badges of dishonour ', 2007) . The 'Corinthian' values of Parisian masculinity gave way to a somewhat more paysan definition of masculinity as the game travelled south to the winelands of the Midi, as defined by Thierry Terret:
Rugby was a way peasant men could overcome their inferiority complex and take advantage of the morphological and muscular capital they had developed through their work. (Terret, 1999, p.66) Wine historian Rémy Pech along with Jerome Thomas acknowledge that on implantation in Toulouse, rugby saw changes in the way it was reported, representing the changing values placed on styles of play. Where sports writers had once praised individual runs and flashes of skill, now they saw a lack of solidarity, instead lauding the collective effort of the scrum or maul (Pech & Thomas, 1986) . Such coverage stressed not only competing conceptions of masculinity, between the 'gentleman-amateur' and the paysan rugbyman but also necessarily of class. In the Midi, rugby became an expression of municipal pride, drawing together villages in shows of collective solidarity which frequently culminated in celebrations centring around food, drink and music -'le troisieme mi-temps' or third half of the rugby match. This rural adoption of the game moved it away from its origins and inflected it with a Southern character which valued very different attributes to Coubertin's 'Corinthians'.
Le paysan et le rugbyman
The legacy of massive wine riots across the Languedoc in 1907 seared a resentment of Parisian authority into the region's character. Rugby's expansion provided a means of communicating this traditional resentment as well as competing within the bounds of the region. Indeed, rugby more than any other sport inherently focussed on the notion of defending territory, with the intensity of the idea augmented by the violence of the game.
This defensive tone has encouraged recourse to collective identities, stressing the importance of the club or the village -'l'esprit de clocher' or village pride. Amongst the many villages of the rural Languedoc, rugby allowed traditional rivalries to be played out within the context of Southern identity (Darbon, 1999, p.42) . The pre-eminence of hunting and bull-fighting in the South were strands which accentuated the 'blood-sport' character of rugby (Pociello, 1983, p.66; Baumont, 1987, p.15) . Building such an undertone of acceptable violence into a sport which exhibited "a remarkable capacity to activate community and national identities" ensured that the battles which took place on Audois rugby fields would be imbued with profound significance by supporters (Terret, 1999, p.64 (Dine, 2001, pp.68-69) . Méridional rugby is famed for its specifically violent nature, a characteristic which has been stressed both as an insult and a boast by supporters and opponents. "La violence est rarement absente de ces rencontres âprement disputées. Le capital morphologique des nouveaux rugbymen méridionaux favorise des affrontements de plus en plus robustes" (Dine, 2007, p.39 (Garcia, 2007, pp.76-77) . Whilst Narbonne remain a good rugby union side, the Aude's greatest sporting heritage has been the prominence of Limoux, Carcassonne and
Lézignan amongst the top sides in rugby league. Puig-Aubert, the iconic Carcassonnais Fullback, epitomised the success of rugby league in the South and also the often mystifying concepts of healthy lifestyles in the past (Dine, 2001, p.117 (Dine, 2001, p.71) . Prominent characters like Puig-Aubert and Sébédio embodied the popularity of rugby in both its forms in the Aude, with their outlandish personalities key to their popularity and their success.
The notion that wine drinking was inherently part of a healthy, rugged lifestyle was an affirmation of southern culture and a means of differentiating those of the region from Parisians or étrangers. The ideals of manliness which had been endorsed by the Vichy government were not tainted by association but rather held as constant tokens of Southern identity which had survived the Occupation. The focus on a natural product of the earth was tied to the identity of the paysan and a certain image of Southern masculinity which rejected modernisation as a compromise of its identity. In the picture below (from a viticultural newspaper), the implication that drinking 'Cola' leads to weak and insipid individuals is accentuated by the robust and confident strength of the true Frenchman (complete with beret and striped shirt) happily supping on wine. The Aude's reverence for earthy paysan ideals sat well with the perceived qualities of rugby's charismatic stars. Likewise, in this traditional area of vinous monopoly, the centrality of drinking to the culture of violent rugby was striking. 
Between 'Le Rugby des villages' and modernisation
The arrival of Jacques Talmier Talmier set out to revolutionise quinze by promoting the city of Carcassonne as one "ouvert sur l'international" ('Rugby à XIII ou à XV? ', 2003) . As the head of both the municipal Chamber of Commerce and also the Commercial courts, Talmier had more than sufficient cultural capital to spearhead a change in thinking. The middle child from our previous newspaper clipping, Walter Spanghero, was also involved with Talmier, alongside his brother Laurent.
Walter Spanghero was a hero, described as "le John Wayne du rugby français", and a powerfully validating force for Talmier's projects (Soula, 2007, p.211 Just as wine was forced to modernise, so too was quinze. Talmier's insistence that the Aude was "ouvert sur l'international" had been a statement of intent which aligned him with rugby's modernisers, pushing towards the globalisation and professionalisation of the game ('Rugby à XIII ou à XV? ', 2003 Estève, the bearded second-row nicknamed variously "the beast" and "the assassin" (Dine, 2001, pp.152-154) profile was only enhanced by television appearances and constant press coverage, symbolic of a development in the French game which would see it commercialised and drawn closer to business (Dine, 2001, pp.162-164) .
Many place the creation of the Rugby Union World Cup in 1987 as the moment that Rugby became irreversibly 'globalised', embarking on a process of creeping commercialisation which would demand changes amongst national institutions still keen to compete.
[R]ugby union, though officially an amateur game, committed itself to a world where agents and advertisers turn fame into fortunes. Once this occurred, the game. the players, and its administration could never be the same again (Hutchins, 2002, p.40) .
This globalisation of the game likewise affected club rugby in France, opening up the traditional rugby des villages to the vagaries of global competition. The arrival of southern hemisphere players was one aspect which massively altered the game and took it away from its village roots, pushing the traditionally amateur sport towards the edges of professionalization. Talmier's role in trying to grasp this developing trend by putting Audois rugby on a more commercial footing was an important step in presaging the changes which would take place in the game. Professionalism was made official in 1995 after the World Cup, 
'Je suis quinziste et socialiste': Changes in viticultural syndicalism
In 1983, Antoine Verdale would be succeeded in the Chamber of Agriculture by André Cases, a winegrower with a radical history. Cases was very much a man of the region, a rugby-playing smallholder born in 1936 and drawn to viticultural politics after the arduous experience of working his own vines (Revel, 1996) . Playing fly-half for a collection of regional rugby teams, he was well versed in leading the back line and coordinating attacks, a skill which he would put to good use in cat and mouse conflicts between winegrowers and the forces of order (Revel, 1996, p.10 ) were felt across public and private sector as subsidy and intervention were casualties of the government's bid to get the national economy back into the black (Holmes, 1987, p.47) .
Against a background of continuing 'rigeur' in the public sector, redundancy in the private sector and national insecurity, the demands for price controls and import tariffs emanating from the viticultural South must have appeared naive at best and selfish at worst. The table above illustrates to some extent the changes which were the backdrop to this period of reform in the wine world. High levels of ownership amongst the soon-to-be retired ensured that many vineyards were sold on, often to be consolidated within larger plots held by wealthy growers, ensuring that the number of small-holders was shrinking. These small- European entanglement, however, the PS was focussed on improving the quality of France's wine production as the only development path worth considering. Although the Languedoc bore this grudgingly, it was a national tonic that it was forced to swallow. In 1985, Minister for Agriculture Henri Nallet summed up the compromise inherent in this new approach to European negotiations in a metaphor which would strike a chord in the Midi:
"Au rugby on ne botte pas en touche lorsqu'on a la possibilité de marquer un essai en coin, sous prétexte qu'après la remise en jeu de la touche, on pourrait le marquer entre les poteaux. J'ai pris mes responsabilités..."
(In rugby, when you've got the option of scoring a try in the corner, you don't kick into touch in the hope that you'll put it between the posts after the restart. I'm aware of my responsibilities.)
In the midst of this turmoil, Antoine Verdale, also the influential President of the Fédération Audoise des Caves Coopératives, spectacularly announced his intention to join the FNSEA, carrying his supporters in the syndical organisations of the Aude with him (McFalls, 1989, pp.266-277 ). Verdale's belief in the potential of the region informed his conviction that the Midi viticole must adapt as it fought for recognition. His influence in the legitimate syndical organisations was impressive and his personality was roundly evocative of regional identity. By his own admission his defining characteristics were that "je suis socialiste et quinziste" (Gilbert, 1989, p.238 ). Verdale's shift towards endorsing the politics of quality being espoused by the FNSEA was significant in that it represented a move away from the tradition of viticultural unity which had always sought to aggressively defend mass wine production; he had embraced modernisation at the expense of tradition.
When radical winegrowers of the CRAV burnt down a Leclerc supermarket in 1984, it was seen as a cry of desperation, yet widely condemned even amongst traditional supporters.
As politicians failed to spring to the defence of the viticultural commandoes and the scale of Such moments of success allowed regional identity to be stressed as a point of pride.
Yet, the modernisation of both wine and rugby was not wholly supported at the time. Both
Verdale's embrace if the FNSEA and Talmier's decision to court internationalisation challenged the fundamentals of regional identity. Nevertheless, their ability to marshal this change enabled them to stamp their own authority on the region's modernisation. The bonds between rugby, wine and regional heritage formed a melting pot of identity which helped to instil confidence and supplement an image of robust Southern masculinity during a period of national economic turbulence in the 1980s.
Rugby beyond (imagined) borders
The image of a rugby des villages faced with the challenges of modernisation allowed broader comparisons to the Languedoc's status within France, Europe and the world. Sports journalist Simon Kuper describes the idealised past of le rugby des villages as such:
[S]omewhere in l'Ovalie, the rugby heartland of south-western France, farmers of neighbouring villages beat clods out of each other. At the final whistle, everyone kisses each other on the cheeks, whereupon both sides, their wives, children and groupies gather around banquet tables to feast on foie gras, duck and local wine. ('French special', 2010) Kuper's rosy description of the idealised 'pure rugby' of the South is obviously a construction.
Yet, at the same time, popular dissatisfaction with the way that the globalised game has changed has fostered a fondness for the romance and rusticity of the rugby des villages. One example of such resentment came in a polemical article published in Le Point which mourned the passing of the game 'as it should be played':
Adieu les envolées lyriques, les combats épiques pour la défense du clocher, les batailles monstrueuses quand l'honneur du pays est en jeu. Au revoir les particularismes régionaux; la force des Alpes, le mouvement landais, la mêlée basque, la furia toulonnaise. La globalisation ici, la normalisation là.
Des armadas de mercenaires venus de tous les pays du monde ovale, des contrats en béton pour des vedettes payées à prix d'or. Tous les sports professionnels effacent les accents régionaux au profit des accents étrangers ('Le rugby des villes', 2011).
(Farewell to the legendary runs, the epic struggle to defend the clocktower, the monstrous battles in which the country's honour is at stake. Goodbye to regional specialities, the strength of the Alps, the movement of the Landes, the Basque scrum, and the fury of the Toulonais. Globalization is here, and standardization with it.
Armadas of mercenaries from all over the world of rugby, fixed contracts for superstars paid in gold. All professional sports efface regional accents in favour of foreign tongues.)
The Many regionalist commentators highlight Decazeville as a turning point for the Occitan movement; for Michel Le Bris, "de culturel, le mouvement occitan devient, dès 1962 , politique" (Le Bris, 1975 . In particular, the 1962 occupation of the Decazeville pit evoked the vocabulary of Occitanie to highlight longstanding uneven development and the status of labourers as "second-class Frenchmen" (McKay, 1987, p.226) . Regional solidarity became the watchword of the period, as strikes broke out all over the Languedoc in support of the Decazeville miners in their "défense du basin et, au-delà, de toute la région." De Sède, somewhat humorously, points out that concern was such that southerners went as far as to cancel all scheduled rugby matches as a mark of respect (De Sède, 1982, p.267 (Alliès, 1972, p.15) . Languedocien rugby, then, could serve as a beacon for regional struggle "en révolte contre les Jacobins du pouvoir central et contre les technocrats" (Baumont, 1987, p.15 We had to take advantage of this national disgrace to impose our old slogan: pretz et paratge. Always difficult to translate: 'to be proud and to show it', 'to believe in yourself and not give a damn', 'pride and chivalry'. Pretz, is when you dive into the scrimmage. Paratge, is when you attack with the ball in hand rather than trying to kick. (Dine, 2001, p.126) Such descriptions attempted to mobilise the shared background of the Languedoc's rugbymen as a means for communicating regional attributes relating to a certain paysan masculinity.
When these characteristics were mobilised in service of political aims, it was inferred, the Languedoc might be as successful as it was on the rugby pitch. 
Conclusion
As spilt blood marred violent wine protests against government-led modernisation programmes, blood continued to be spilt on Audois fields famous for a violent brand of Méridional rugby. Yet, eventually, it was the influence of one of the region's prominent rugbymen which ensured that the modernisation agenda succeeded. When Antoine Verdale endorsed the national farmers' union over local, traditional representatives he took swathes of winegrowers with him. His role as an exemplar of regional identity combined rugby, wine and socialism, allowing him to become a motor for change in a region experiencing profound turbulence. Much of Verdale's influence, however, depended on the support of Jaques Talmier, the head of the Carcassonne Chamber of Commerce who championed Audois rugby alongside the iconic Spangheros. The pre-eminence of rugbymen amongst regional notables and at the heads of trade unions meant that there was a large degree of cross-over between board-room and locker-room. These men's multiple roles shaped the development of the
Aude, yet did so with strong reference to Audois identity.
Nevertheless, the development of the wine industry allowed traditional loyalties to the Socialists to adapt and survive. Likewise, the introduction of foreign professional players into southern rugby changed its character from one of rugby des villages to one of a global sport.
The clubs, however, retain a support which had adapted to these changes and continues to endorse the institution of the club, even if its players are no longer local. Yet, in the loss of regional voices and local men representing these teams, the Occitan movement has sought to carve out a claim to representing the rustic romance of 'old rugby'. Between wine, rugby and Socialism we can find three of the most telling aspects of Audois identity in the twentieth century, the strong involvement of Occitanisme has made it authentically Méridional.
